
Noddin HSC Meeting
Friday, April 6, 2018

Attendees: Carrie Hicks, Alexis Butler, Doris Velasquez, Jamie Brittain, Pam Reynolds, Ashleigh Coffeng, Rachel 
Duncan, Karen Huston, Nina Boettcher, Becki Ennen, David Brittain, Jigisha Mehta

Call to order/Welcome/Sign-in – 8:17 am  

Review/Approval of March 2018 Minutes 
• Motion Approved by Carrie Hicks, seconded by Jaime Brittain all approved. 

Local Control and Accountability Plan - Learning and Innovation Dept. 
– Presented by Andrew
Members of the Union School District are coming to Noddin! They are members of the Learning and 
Innovation Department are seeking parent input regarding the LCAP - Local Control and Accountability 
Plan. 
The LCAP implements the idea that California must do a better job for its underperforming students, who 
in fact make up a sizable portion of the state’s school-age population. The LCAP describes the district's 
goals for improving student outcomes according to state priorities set by the State of California and the 
funding to support those goals.
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An important part of the process for creating the LCAP includes input from teachers, principals, school 
personnel, students, bargaining units, parents and district advisory committees. The Union School District 
Board annually adopts the LCAP in June before the plan is submitted to the Santa Clara County Office of 
Education for final approval. 
These district representatives are seeking parent and community input and feedback regarding this 
funding and how it will be best utilized to meet the needs of students at both Noddin and across the 
district. 
LCAP Template is a 3 year plan.  It has goals that need to meet 

Teachers Report:
• PreK students have been utilizing the MakerSpace. They recently built large Leprechaun traps they 

were then able to play in! In social studies, students participated in a community helpers units. A fire 
truck will soon visit the campus for them to see and explore. Students were also treated to an in-house 
music performance by Sean’s Music Factory. 

• Kinder students are continuing their work in addition and subtraction, number bonds, and greater than/
less than. They are continuing their growth in reading, via Guided Reading and word work centers. In 
social studies, they learned about community helpers and symbols of the USA and in science they’ve 
been conducting egg experiments. Students recently had an in-house field trip “Walk with the 
Animals” and they are getting ready to soon visit Emma Prusch Farm. 

• 1st graders are beginning their module on geometry, learning about shapes, both 2-D and 3-D. They 



recently finished module 4, which focused on 2-digit addition, using multiple methods to solve, like 
number bonds and the arrow way. Students are wrapping up RtI the week after break. 1st grade RtI 
classes included research reports, word work for spelling patterns, and guided reading in small groups. 
In our homeroom classes, we will begin researching our animal reports. 

• In writing, students began opinion writing and are working on supporting their opinions with reasons 
and examples. Science included learning about light/prisms and while in the Makerspace, students 
made spectroscopes, thanks to Mrs. Koleszar. Coming this month, 1st grade is adopting some 
“classroom friends”, as they bring silkworms and caterpillars to 1st grade classrooms. Piggybacking 
off of math, students will use 3-D shapes to make buildings, as they begin a unit on maps. Coming up 
this month, 1st grade will be visiting the San Jose Museum of Art and next month they’ll take a trip to 
Ardenwood Farms. 

• 2nd grade students are working with the foundations of multiplication and division with arrays. In 
science, they are concluding their landforms unit and moving into physics. Social studies will soon 
include an ancestry unit and students will explore their family histories. 2nd grade is wrapping up RtI 
reading groups and moving toward guided reading instruction. Students are also learning how to write 
opinion pieces. 2nd graders have upcoming field trips to look forward to - Levi’s Stadium, History 
Park, and an in-house play provided by Theatre Works. 

• 3rd graders are working on fraction concepts and determining how to compare parts of a whole. 
Students are learning how to read and write about informational text. In science, 3rd graders are 
working on their FOSS unit on Matter and Motion and will be using the MakerSpace to explore the 
power of magnets. Social studies includes continuing to learn about the Ohlone people from our local 
region. 

• 4th grade students recently learned how to add, subtract, and multiply fractions. They learned how to 
solve multi-step word problems using tape diagrams, number lines, and unit form. Students are excited 
to learn how to convert fractions to decimals and find angles of geometric shapes. The students love 
using Quizlet Live to practice their multiplication and division fluency, as well as finding equivalent 
fractions. They are beginning to write and analyze persuasive writing. With this, they will learn strong 
introductions, arguments, and conclusions. Students will practice defending their arguments with 
evidence and reasoning. They will look at 

• different forms of persuasive writing in articles and letters, and will use media to find strong 
persuasive language. They have implemented the use of 8 Parts, which continues to be a favorite of 
the students as they have opportunities to use creativity and conventions to strengthen their writing 
skills. 4th graders loved using the green screen in the Makerspace to bring their expository writing to 
life. They have also used the incredible space to create their own modern CA missions, targeting 
current social issues and needs. The students came up with their own take on missions to help improve 
our community. This is possible because of the amazing ideas and help of Mrs. Koleszar! Students are 
continuing to learn about pioneers moving West towards California. Students love taking and creating 
Quizziz about these historic events and develop deeper understandings of what happened. We had a 
wonderful time visiting San Juan Bautista, where students explored the daily life and culture of the 
historic site. 

• 5th graders continue to infuse grade-level standards into their reading, writing, math development, and 
across the social studies curriculum. New visits to the STEAM lab help create context to their 
learning, and students have learned through engaging labs developed by our ToSA Heather Koleszar. 
Student scientists have explored chemical reactions through a fun inquiry lab, taken “trips” to other 
lands and planets through Google Expeditions, and explored creativity through a paint lab. In math, 
students continue developing their skills in fractions, including the division and multiplication of 
fractions. With RtI winding down this week, students have begun synthesizing the learning they have 
engaged in through literary explorations, writing development, and language development. We are 
excited for the progress our fifth graders have made! 

• STEAM 



• Thank you to the Noddin Community and teacher volunteers who helped make STEAM night such a 
great event. It was great to walk around and see families working together to build robots, code, create 
binary bracelets, hovercrafts, paper circuit cards and more! Thank you to the Home & School Club for 
serving popcorn to the families, and I hope we can make STEAM night an annual tradition. Another 
fun activity that students have been experiencing over the past week in STEAM is Google Expeditions 
and their Virtual Reality headsets. Students toured famous landforms, climbed Mt. Everest, visited 
penguins in Antarctica, and were a little startled by some gorillas in the Congo. The district currently 
has one set of headsets for STEAM ToSAs to check out at their sites, and there are plans to have one 
set at each site in the upcoming year. 

Principal Reports:
• March 23rd – Was the last staff development day for the year. Season on guided reading, ELA, 

New Ways of Teaching Math. Ways to take things to next level
• March 26th – Assembly focused on child abuse.  Teacher and Staff felt presentation was great and 

age appropriate. Very interactive and dynamic even though it was a serious topic.  Kids were 
engaged

• March 27th – Multi Culture Night.  16 Countries were presented. 
• April 3rd – STEAM Night - Parents, Students and Community Members
• April 16 - @1:30 pm – Noddin will have their lock down drill.  This will be something that takes 

place multiple time per year. 
• April 23rd – Noddin will be presenting at the School Board Meeting. 
• Thank you to the H&SC club for their financial support on workshop and Training on 

Mindfulness and Emotional Intelligence. 
• Why do we assume children know how to do certain things? (such as being empathetic, 
• Teachers can and need to be intentional with their students
• That there should be play in learning. 
• Learn it with Joy! 
• Looking into a parent workshop!  
• Will be talking about next steps as a Staff and School

• Clay and Art Vista will continue in the lower grades during testing. 

President’s Report:
• There is a upcoming leadership parent committee meeting on April 16th 
• As the year comes to an end we are currently checking in with Chairs to see if they are returning 

and trying to fill open position for next year.  Such as: 
• Auditor
• Beautification
• Fall Festival
• Hospitality 
• Olympic Day
• Running Club
• Spirit Store
• Sweetheart Dance
• Volunteer Coordinator
• Walkathon

Upcoming Events/Dates/Chair Reports: 
• ●  April 9-13 -- Spring Break 



• ●  Wednesday, April 18 - - Walk n Roll Wednesday 

• ●  Saturday, April 21 - - Walkathon 

• ●  Monday, April 23 - - USD School Board Meeting [Carrie] – Noddin will be presenting at 
this. 

•
Committee Reports/New Business: 

• Nominating Committee [Doris] 

• For the 2018/2019 school year we have returning HSC Executive Board 
members for the following positions:

•
• President: Carrie Hicks
• Vice President: Alexis Butler
• Treasurer: Jamie Brittain
• Assistant Treasurer: Pam Reynolds
•
• At this time we did not have anyone officially step forward expressing 

interesting in fulfilling any of the above roles.  However, Nina Boettcher 
has stepped up to run for Secretary which is the only empty position that 
we needed to find an appropriate candidate for. The proposed slate for the 
upcoming year is as follows: 

2018/19 HSC Executive Board
President: Carrie Hicks
Vice President: Alexis Butler
Secretary: Nina Boettcher
Treasurer: Jamie Brittain
Assistant Treasurer: Pam Reynolds

                          
• Budget Update [Jamie] 

• Overall income brought in 194K.  
• Expenses Budgeted – 233K and current spend 133K
• Walkathon Budget goal is 65K
• We need to try and meet the budget, please be cautious of the budget. 

This year is being run off of money made last year.   What we make this 
year pays for next year.  There currently is no lead way in going over 
budget. 

• Shortfalls in income in certain areas:
• Budget needs to be raise for Hospitality by 1K for this current school 

year. 
• - Motion to increase Hospitality budget to 3k this year!  Currently at 2K. Motion Approved by 

Asheligh Coffeng, seconded by Nina Boettcher and all approved. Motion passed.
•



• Walkathon Update [Becki] 

• Website is working will.  Currently at $4,500
• If parents are not seeing donations on child’s page it’s because there is a 24 hr delay. 
• Book Faire Report [Amanda] 

• This year book fair brought in $10,867.94 made $624.73 more than last 
• Last Fall $14,424
• Online Spot Buys Report [Carrie] 

• Still Spots available for some of the positions.  Will continue to have order forms in office to pay 
with Cash or Check. It’s up to the host if they want to continue to get more people to sign up. 
Currently at $10,000 in revenue from the spot buys. 

• 4th grade Fundraising Report [Rachel] 

• This is raising the funds to pay for next years Science Camp, Promotion, and Bellwood Party for 
5th Graders. The event we have had are:

• After School Movie
• Dining Night Out
• Kona Ice
• Ice Cream Sales
• Kendra Scott
• Jack Rose
• Currently at $3,000
•

Next Meeting: Friday, May 4 @ 8:15 AM 

Motion to Adjourn - Closed at 10:02 am


